




Eugene Ysaye, Composing style elements 
 Mathias Boegner 
I) Listening sample/performance: Ballade 
d minor op. 27/3 
II) Short biographic details and image: 
	 E.	Ysaye	lived	from	1858	to	1931,	and	
was	a	Belgian	violinist,	composer	and	conductor.	
	 He	 studied	violin	with	 J.	Massart	 in	




















	 After	 listening	 to	 Joseph	 Szigetis	
performance	 of	 the	 Bach	 Solo	 sonatas,	 he	
composed	 his	 own	 six	 solo	 sonatas,	 each	




sought	 after	 for	 teaching:	 J.	 Gingold,	 W.	
Primrose,	 N.	 Milstein,	 J.	 Brodsky,	 and	 L.	
Persinger.	Persinger	was	the	teacher	of	Isaac	Stern	
who	later	played	Ysaye’s	violin.	
III) Role and directions of composers who 
wrote for the violin: 
	 At	 baroque	 and	 classical	 times,	 the	
composers,	 namely	Bach	and	Mozart,	were	









	 As	a	 result,	we	 then	have	 the	“great	
symphonic	 composers”	 such	 as	Beethoven,	
Brahms,	Tchaikovsky.	etc.,who	obviously	didn’t	
perform	their	violin	concertos.		
























	 Today	even	 the	 traditional	custom	to	
compose	our	own	cadenzas	for	solo	concertos	has	












































































concertos	 directly	 involve	 scales	 in	 the	

















known	 variations	 certainly	 stand	 for	 daily	









VI) Specific examples of compositional 























































































































	 6)	extended	 techniques	as	 in	his	own	
scale	publication	
	 a)	Whole	-	tone	scale	in	sixths:	
	 Op.	27/3	bar	5	
	 b)	Chromatic	scale	in	sixths:	
	 Op.	27/6	bar	182	
	 7)	personal	explanation	chart	on	playing	
techniques	
	 (in	original	edition	by	Schott	Brussels)	
	 VII)	 Putting	the	piece	together	again,	
perform	and	listen	to	it	once	more.	
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